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This presentation is Our Vision. 

No final decisions have been made. 



Overall Vision of the 
Okotoks Public 

Library: 
A Gathering Place

Å An inclusive and 
welcoming 
destination in 
Okotoks where 
people come 
together year-round 
in the creation of 
community and 
placemaking. 

Å Fosters learning, 
leisure, recreation 
and entertainment.

Å Provides free 
programs and 
activities for 
everyoneτfrom the 
youngest to the 
oldest citizens.



Libraries Are Now 

Gathering Places 



According to Alberta Space Standards 

What We Have: 

Å14,531 sq. ft.

ÅBelow Essential /Basic Standard

What We Should Have: 

Å22,555 sq. ft. 

ÅEssential/Basic Standard

Å31,925 sq. ft.

ÅExcellent/Exemplary Standard



Community Growth & Library Size:
According to Alberta Space Standards

Year Population Total Square Feet

Okotoks Foothills Present Essential Excellent

2018 29,002 4,047 33,049 14,531 25,555 31,925 

2026 40,697 4,962 45,659 30,223 42,336 

2036 46,938 5,787 52,725 34,878 48,689 

2046 58,000 6,475 64,475 45,525 59,091 

2005 Expansion 8000 sq. ft. to 14,531 sq. ft.  

69% Population increase since 2006.  

22% of 2017 patrons from MD of Foothillsso population is proportionate, not total.

Essential/Basic Space per Alberta Library Standards 

Excellent/Exemplary Space per Alberta Library Standards 



Town of Okotoks:
The Youngest Community in Alberta* 

Families with young children are the demographic that use the 
library the most.
*72% of the population is under 45. (2017. November. Downtown Urban Design 
Master Plan Draft, p.11). 

Demographics (2016 Census)

Age Group Number Percentage

0 - 19 9,100 31.6%

20 - 39 7,050 24.4%

40 - 59 8,280 28.7%

60 + 4,405 15.3%



Library Facts 
(2017):

Imagine these 
Facts if we met 
the Essential 

Space 
Standards!

Å 154,943In-Person 
Visits (12.5% increase 
from 2016)

Å 18,394Card Holders 

Å 682 Diverse Program 
Sessions = 13,711
participants

Å 45,971 Print Items 

Å 7,025 Non-Print Items 
(eResources, Audiobooks, CDs, 
DVDs, Videogames, Equipment)

Å 2 Meeting Rooms for 
rent at the lowest 
rates in town.

Å 12.5 FTE ςNote: 17
FTE Essential/Basic 
Standard

Å 73Volunteers 



Results  of Surveys Completed  
(Total: 287)

July 21 ςSeptember 21, 2018

1. What do you like about the Okotoks Library? 

a. Resources (books, media, equipment, public computers): 158

b. Staff (helpful, knowledgeable, excellent service): 97

c. tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ όŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎύΥ 76

d. Location (central, accessible, beautiful area, meeting place): 73

e. Atmosphere (welcoming, inclusive, home feeling): 53

2. What changes or additions would you like to see? 

a. Larger Facility (more space, meeting rooms, seating): 135

b. Resources (more books of all types, computers, toys):  98 

c. Programs (more for all ages, especially for children): 31

d. Accessibility/Ease of Use (primarily more parking): 25



3. Do you think expansion of the library should be at the 
present site? Why or why not? 

4. If not at the present site, where do you think the expansion 
should be located? 

Present Site: 241/287 (84%)*
Other Site: 31/287 (10.8%)**
¦ƴǎǳǊŜκ5ƻƴΩǘ Yƴƻǿκ.ƭŀƴƪΥ 8/287 (2.8%)
No Need to Expand: 7/287 (2.4%) 

*Often cited qualifiers: 
- must have more parking
- second storey
- flood protection
- economical

**Some respondents amenable to a branch if present site 
retained as main library and expansion on Town-owned land. 



What Does Our Staff Recommend?

Å Designated study areas
Å Plenty of seating for families 

who want to read together
Å Teen area with glass walls,  

separate but with full visibility
Å Coffee bar or Cafe 
Å More storage space
Å Staff work space
Å More accessible building and 

areas for those that are 
differently-abled

Å More parking
Å Green initiatives such as living 

walls; teaching garden
Å Lecture-style theatre



Major 
challenges 

due to current 
library 

building:

ÅProgram Space
ÅAdditional Resources 
ÅRoom Rentals 
ÅMeeting & Study 

Spaces
ÅParking
ÅStaff Workspace  
ÅStorage

Photo taken 2:18pm on March 26, 2018 



Our Pain: 
The Reasons 

We Need Expansion

All Preschool & Juvenile Programs capped, 
often over-subscribed.

No staff or space for more classes for the 
capped, over-subscribed programs.

Program space too small for some 
educational programming & rental groups.

Scheduling conflictsτour limited spaces are 
in demand. In two months, 22 out of 56 days 
all rooms were full. 12 paying clients had to 
be turned away.



Our Pain: 
The Reasons We Need 

Expansion

ÅNo room for program expansion

ÅNo space for more resources

ÅNot enough rental rooms = loss of 
revenue

ÅNo quality spaces for group or quiet 
study

ÅCrowded staff work areas packed 
into any available space

ÅLack of storage room



Sample Drawings: 
Present Site Expansion


